Anglophile Journal 


Vol. 1, No. 1, October 2020 
https://www.attractivejournal.com/index.php/anglophile/ 


Applying of Cooperative Integrated Reading and Composition (CIRC) 
Strategy on Students’ Reading Comprehension 


Umar Al Farug A Hasyim!, Yeasy Agustina Sari2*, Nurul Puspita? 


Institut Agama Islam Ma’arif NU Metro1, Indonesia 
Institut Agama Islam Negeri Metro2, Indonesia 
Universitas Islam Negeri Raden Intan Lampung?, Indonesia 


©@Yeasy120708@gmail.com* 
Abstract 
The article was to analyse Cooperative Integrated Reading and Composition 
(CIRC) Strategy Effective on student’s reading comprehensio, especially in 
recount text. This research was conducted at tenth grade in second 
semester at tenth grade SMA 10 Bandar Lampung The design of this 
research was quantitative research. The subject of this research was 32 
students at tenth grade of SMA 10 Bandar Lampung. The result of the 
research showed that the significant influence was clarified by the 
assumption of the level of the coefficients correlation between Cooperative 
ARTICLEINFO Integrated Reading and Composition (CIRC) Strategy and students’ reading 


Article history: comprehension which was signing positive. Directing to positive 
Received correlation means that if the level of Cooperative Integrated Reading 
October , 2020 and Composition (CIRC) Strategy is high, the level of students’ reading 
Revised comprehension is also high. In contrast, if the level of Cooperative 
October 29,2020 Integrated Reading and Composition (CIRC) Strategy is low, the level of 
Accepted students’ reading comprehension is also low. Moreover, based on the 


October 31,2020 result of hypothesis testing result (table of correlations) demonstrated that 
r observed is higher than r table with N = 32, it can be looked at significant 
either for level 5 % or 1 %. In the table also demonstrated that the 
level of significant was 1,696 < 10,56 > 2,040. It means that the 
correlation between Cooperative Integrated Reading and Composition 
(CIRC) Strategy and students’ reading comprehension was significant. 


Keyword: Reading Comprehension, CIRC Strategy, Reading and 
Composition (CIRC) Strategy 


How to cite Hasyim, U., Sari, Y., & Puspita., N. (2020). Applying Cooperative Integrated Reading 
and Composition (CIRC) Strategy on Students’ Reading Comprehension. Anglophile 
Journal, 1(1). p.41-47. 

This is an open access article under the CC BY SA license 
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/ 


Published by CV. Creative Tugu Pena 
INTRODUCTION 


English as first language in Indonesia is a compulsory subject at formal education 
settings, from Senior High School up to University. Recently, English has also been 
introduced to students of elementary school, starting at first grade (Sari & Suhono, 2017). 
The curriculum states that SMA/MA students should be able to use the language in 
informational level that is expected to access knowledge by the language skills. Based on 
the reason that students are expected to get information for increasing their knowledge 
which is mostly written in English. Reading is a process used for learning that inseparable 
from any kinds of learning including language learning. In this activity, students are in the 
process of comprehending the content of the text given by the teacher (Suhono, S & Sari, D. 
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(2020). In the process, the students do some task that are given such as finding certain 
information and main ideas from the texts and gathering the general description 
from the content of the texts (Hahnel et al., 2018: Alkhaleefah, 2016). Reading to students 
can help to expand their vocabularies and writing skills, as well as to interest them in new 
ideas. 

To gather the knowledge from the text, it is important for students to have a good 
reading comprehension. Without comprehension, reading would be empty and 
meaningless (Rahmadani, 2017; Suardi & Geri, 2017; Fitriyah, 2020). Comprehension is 
not only intended to know what the letters stand for, but also involved power of fully 
understanding (Duncan et al., 2020; Sorenson Duncan; 2020). Reading comprehension 
requires motivation, mental frameworks for holding the ideas, concentration and good 
study techniques (Mohseni & Ahmadi, 2017). There are many ways to be good at reading 
such as; the readers should know the purpose in reading, they also should have of type of 
material they are reading, and kinds of learning strategies can also be used in reading that 
can help them in comprehending the reading text. 

The main problem among the tenth grade at SMA 10 Bandar Lampung that makes 
the students do not like with reading subject is uninteresting teaching strategy which is 
used by the teacher. It means that the students have low in reading ability. Most of the 
students’ often feature difficulties in recognizing and appropriately applying background 
knowledge, poor decoding and word recognition skills, limited vocabulary knowledge, and 
underdeveloped reading fluency. Problems of reading ability, especially in mastering 
recount text. It caused the teacher didn’t use media, games, or strategy in teaching 
learning process. so the process of learning was passive, the effect the students fell boring, 
lazy, and most of them were busy with themselves. Based on the data pra-survey students’ 
reading result above show that 3 (9%) student who scored high score or can achieve have 
passed and 29 (91%) failed from the Minimum Mastery Criterion (KKM), so far from the 
target. In fact, not everyone is good at reading, in general, students still have difficulty in 
comprehending the idea in a reading text. Found that students had difficulty in 
comprehending reading texts. Some factors that cause the students, difficulties in 
comprehending reading texts she found in her research, are: (1) interpreting the new 
vocabulary, (2) unphrasing reading, (3) interest in the materials( the text ), (4) the lack of 
scemata/background knowledge about the text, (5) ignoring reading technique. 7 These 
conditions show that reading is not a simple task to do for some people. For those people 
reading can be a painnful and boring activity. There are many factors that might influence 
students’ problem in reading. One may have difficulties to comprehend a passage because 
of some problems such as unfamiliar code in which the text is expressed, the amount of 
previous knowledge that reader brings to the text, the complexity of the concept 
expressed, and vocabulary knowledge. 

However, the researcher assumes that one the most important factors in the 
reading startegy used in the class. The students are lack of effective reading strategy. As 
the way out of this problem, the readers need a more creative reading strategy to 
overcome the problems. They need to be familiar with many kinds of reading strategy that 
can help them comprehend the text much better. Among many techniques that can be 
applied in teaching reading comprehension is Cooperative Integrated Reading 
Composition (CIRC) Strategy (Hayatina & Fajrina, 2018; Ghasemi & Baradaran 2018). The 
Cooperative Integrated Reading Composition Strategy technique was developed to 
improve reading fluency by providing an oral model of the passage at the same time that 
the student is attempting to read it (Kamdideh et al., 2019: Wahyuningsih & Citraningrum, 
2019; Wulandari et al., 2020). When using Cooperative Integrated Reading Composition 
Strategy, one student is paired up with the teacher. The teacher and student read together 
at the student’s independent reading level. Teachers can also use material that the student 
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has read before. The teacher should make sure the book is of high interest of the student 
so they will be engaged the entire time they are reading. 

There were many scholars who discussed about Cooperative Integrated Reading 
Composition trategy, the first schoolar was Rahmawati (2018), entitle The Effect Of CIRC 
Strategy And Achievement Motivation Toward Students’ Reading Comprehension. Their 
findings concluded that there is an effect of the interaction between the teaching strategy 
applied and students’ achievement motivation toward their reading comprehension; 
there is a significant difference in reading comprehension between students with high 
achievement motivation who are taught by using CIRC strategy and those taught with the 
conventional strategy. The second schoolar was Mubarok (2017), Cooperative Integrated 
Reading And Composition (CIRC) And Reading Motivation: Examining The Effect On 
Students’ Reading Ability. Their findings concluded that started from the similar level 
of reading ability the students of the experimental group performed better on reading 
ability than the control group. It indicates that CIRC increases students’ reading ability 
better than the conventional teaching strategy. 

Based on some overview the previous study above the current research study 
was different from previous study above, this study focused on students’ reading 
comprehension, besides that the research subjects were tenth grade of SMA 10 Bandar 
Lampung. And this research have similarities in this research that is use Cooperative 
Integrated Composition and Reading Strategy. Because of that the researcher would to 
using Cooperative Integrated Composition and Reading (CIRC) Strategy in more 
specific in recount text to help students’ reading Comprehension using Cooperative 
Integrated Composition and Reading Strategy. In order the student can improve their 
reading Comprehension used this strategy with good and more maximal. In CIRC, students 
work in group to work cooperatively on various activities such as reading in pair, 
identifying the main story element, doing vocabulary and summarization activities, and 
practicing reading comprehension and creative writing. 

When first starting out with this strategy, the teacher should read a little louder 
and faster than the student. Once the student seems to be gaining their confidence and 
fluency is improving, the teacher can start to read quieter and a little behind the student. If 
the student seems to be having trouble, the teacher should help the student in a firm 
matter. The student can take over this role when they feel comfortable doing so based on 
explanation above the researcher analyse applying of Cooperative Integrated Reading 
And Composition (CIRC) Strategy Toward Students’ Reading Comprehension In Recount 
Text at Tenth Grade of at tenth grade SMA 10 Bandar Lampung. 


METHOD 

The researcher used the quantitative research. In experimental design, the 
researcher used two classes which consists of control group pretest posttest design. This 
design is used to compare the condition before and after treatment with control group. 
The sample of this research was 64 students that consist of 32 students from experimental 
class ( x IPS) and 32 students from control class (x IPA). In collecting data the researcher 
used test, interview and documentation. The type of this test is objective test. It is multiple 
choice test. The researcher prepared 15 items. Each item consist of four option a,b,c, and d. 
multiple choice test. The writer prepared 15 items. Each item consists of four option a. b, c, 
and d. Pre test given before treatment, to know far the students overcome in reading 
comprehension. Post test given to students after treatment, it is to know the result of 
students achievement through CIRC Strategy. Post test given to students after treatment, it 
is to know the result of students achievement through CIRC Strategy. In interview process 
the interviewer has to conduct collecting data with doing interaction or communication 
directly. But, it can be conducted face to face or through via electronic. The researchers get 
from process of observation, interviews, field notes and file from institution. In this 
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study, the researcher know of consisting of teaching and learning reading activities. The 
next step, the researcher processes the data. In order To know how level of influence 
of the prior knowledge toward the student’s reading ability. The researcher calculated 
the students score by using statistic calculation of t- test formula with significant degree 
0,05% and 0,025%. Pre-test and post-test score of both groups was computed using 
groups. 


RESULT AND DISCUSSON 

In this research, there are two variables, the independent variable that is CIRC 
Strategy (X), and the dependent variable that is students’ reading comprehension (Y). The 
variables were tested by using calculation of linier regression analysis to investigate 
whether there is effectiveness of independent variable (CIRC Strategy) toward 
dependent variable (students’ reading comprehension). The calculation demonstrated that 
there is any positive and significant effectiveness of CIRC Strategy toward students’ 
reading comprehension. 

Moreover, the positive effectiveness was clarified by the assumption of the level of 
the coefficients correlation between CIRC Strategy and students’ reading comprehension 
which was signing positive. Directing to positive correlation means that if the level of CIRC 
Strategy is high, the level of students’ reading comprehension is also high. In contrast, if 
the level of CIRC Strategy is low, the level of students’ reading comprehension is also low. 
Moreover, based on the result of hypothesis testing result (table of correlations) 
demonstrated that r observed is higher than r table with N = 32, it can be looked at 
significant either for level 5 % or 1 %. In the table also demonstrated that the level of 
significant was 1,696 < 10,56 > 2,040. It means that the effectiveness between CIRC 
Strategy and students’ reading comprehension was significant. 

Furthermore, the result of this research the background knowledge or what 
students already know about the content is one of the strongest indicators of how well 
they will learn new information relate to the content: students’ reading comprehension 
will be more easily retained of how well the student’s background knowledge about the 
content. In this view, the founding of this research is in line which indicates that when the 
student’s CIRC Strategy is high, the student’s reading comprehension is also high. Through 
CIRC strategy, students’ social interaction is built, students can collaborate with the 
others and create a good communication by respecting other’s thought. Learning in a 
group do have the positive impact in learning, both academically and emotionally. As a 
Christian teacher, introducing the students to face the real world by learning is 
challenging. Future students will be expose with worldly perspective about learning in a 
community. Knowledge can be accessed easily through the technology which caused the 
students to become passive in learning. The worst is when the students are reluctant to 
communicate with other and become ignorant. In Christian sense, man is blessed with 
love, kindness, and responsibility. 

The CIRC strategy provides a learning environment where students understand 
their role in the group and to work as a team based on their ability. Students can learn 
how to be responsible for the group to achieve the goal together. Therefore, teacher 
supposed to refer students to God’s reflection who each of them is unique and they need to 
build a community who can help students in learning. The real action from the researcher 
which reflect the role of teacher was happen when the teacher talking eye to eye with S4. 
The researcher asked the student and has a good conversation about the lesson and S4’s 
personal background. Realize or not, this action could bring impact for the student, 
because the researcher care for S4 and S4’s progress in learning. 

Some research finding, for instance Mustafa & Samad (2015) that focus on 
Cooperative Integrated Reading and Composition Technique for Improving Content and 
Organization in Writing. Their findings concluded that the students’ writing improved 
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in content and organization. It was a more effective technique to enhance students’ 
writing skill than the traditional methods (in this case, a mixture of Grammar Translation 
Method and Audio Lingual Method) since it tapped the students’ cultural backgrounds and 
made these experiences more meaningful, relevant, and interesting to the students. The 
fourth scholar was Saputra, M. H., Sutarsyah, C., & Yufrizal, H. (2018). Modified 
Cooperative Integrated Reading Comprehension (CIRC) through Genre-Based Approach to 
Promote Students’ Reading Achievement. Their findings concluded that there is a 
significant difference of students’ reading comprehension achievement after being taught 
by using CIRC and GBCIRC. The significant difference can be seen in the result of students’ 
achievement. The reason why there is a significant difference might be because the 
students have sufficient schemata to reactivate their prior knowledge before reading. 
Genre-Based Cooperative Integrated Reading Comprehension (GBCIRC) is effective for 
students in order to improve students reading achievement. 

This research also explained that the theory of the effectiveness of CIRC Strategy 
on students’ reading comprehension was prevailed in the Tenth grade students at SMA 10 
Bandar Lampung. In other word, the result of the research may vary on other educational 
institutions. It depends on several factors such as condition, situation, research setting, 
and subject of the research. The differences of ability and other uniqueness of each 
student also becomes a decisive factor which causes the difference result of the research in 
the other educational institutions. 


CONCLUSION 

CIRC Strategy is one of the technique that comes from active learning, which 
explained this technique use to practice a skills or procedure with a friend by practicing 
exercise repeatedly which use the information to learn it. After discussing this research, it 
was inferred that CIRC Strategy related to such prior experience and knowledge in 
knowledge of reading itself, contents, topics, concepts, and text structure especially when 
the students bring it in reading process. Although the correlation which has been found in 
this research was categorized in fair category, the correlation of CIRC Strategy and 
students’ reading comprehension is still positive and significant. It was used by the writer 
as the base in analyzing data by using regression analysis to predict how level of 
influence of CIRC Strategy on increasing students’ reading comprehension. Moreover, 
based on the result of hypothesis testing result (table of correlations) demonstrated that r 
observed is higher than r table with N = 32, it can be looked at significant either for level 5 
% or 2,5 %. In the table also demonstrated that the level of significant was 1,696 < 10,56 > 
2,040. The significant influence is 10,56%. It means that there is any positive and 
significant the effectiveness of CIRC Strategy on students’ reading comprehension. The 
higher CIRC Strategy students have, the higher students’ reading comprehension students 
get. Furthermore, when conducting this research, the writer found an interesting point 
which demonstrated that student’s tendency and interest to certain topics also has a 
crucial effectiveness students’ reading comprehension. The students’ reading 
comprehension will be gained well if it is done with fun by the topic is appropriate with 
their tendency or interest. 
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